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June 29, 2021 
 
RE: Des. No. 1800082, 2001610, 1800272 �± US 31 Corridor Improvement, Bridge, and Small Structure Project, City 
of Franklin,  Johnson County, Indiana. 
 
Environmental Reviewer, 
 
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
intend to proceed with a Corridor Improvement, Bridge, and Small Structure project on US 31 in the City of Franklin in 
Johnson County, Indiana. The project is located within Pleasant and Franklin Townships, the Greenwood and Franklin 
USGS Topographic Quadrangles, Sections 3, 11, 12, 14, 23, 27, 28, and 34, Township 12 North, Range 4 East. This letter 
is part of the early coordination phase of the environmental review process. We are requesting comments from your area of 
expertise regarding any possible effects associated with this project. Please use the above designation number (Des. No.) 
and description in your reply. We will incorporate your co�P�P�H�Q�W�V���L�Q�W�R���D���V�W�X�G�\���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�¶�V���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�P�S�D�F�W�V�� 
 
The proposed project is on US 31 beginning approximately 1.05 miles south of SR 44/SR 144 and extending north to Israel 
Lane, approximately 4.35 miles north of SR 44/SR 144. The total length of the project is approximately 5.59 miles. The 
project will address intersection congestion and will improve non-motorized and pedestrian infrastructure throughout the 
corridor. The need for the project arises from high volumes of traffic and left-turns throughout the corridor during peak rush 
hours resulting in a high number of collisions and six (6) out of 34 intersections currently having a level of service (LOS) 
of E or F, indicating traffic operation at or above capacity. Between 2014 and 2016, rear-end collisions made up roughly 
half of the total crashes with an average of one (1) rear end occurring every three (3) days. The need for improved non-
motorized transportation and pedestrian access arises due to limited amounts of existing infrastructure throughout the 
�F�R�U�U�L�G�R�U���D�Q�G���W�R���P�H�H�W���W�K�H���&�L�W�\���R�I���)�U�D�Q�N�O�L�Q�¶�V���J�R�D�O���R�I���L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���L�W�V���V�L�G�H�Z�D�O�N���D�Q�G���U�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�U�D�L�O���V�\�V�W�H�P���� 
 
This project will occur under three (3) Designation Numbers (Des. No.): 1800082 (Lead Des. No.), 2001610, and 1800272.  
The corridor improvement work will occur under the Lead Des. No. 1800082 and will make modifications to intersections 
and signal patterns at all intersections within the project corridor and will add curbs and gutters throughout the corridor. The 
current recommended plan is to use a combination of median U-turn, green T, J-turn, restricted crossing U-turn, and 
boulevard left intersection styles throughout the corridor. A table detailing the work planned for each intersection and any 
modifications to the existing traffic patterns is included with this packet. Improvements to non-motorized transportation 
access will occur by updating and extending existing sidewalks, installing 10-foot-wide paved trails parallel to both sides 
of US 31, and installing pedestrian crossing infrastructure at some intersections. Upgrades to existing drainage and storm 
sewer structures will occur throughout the project. This work was formerly programmed under three (3) Des. No. (1800081, 
1800082, and 1800083), but has since been consolidated into Des. No. 1800082.  
 
Des. No. 2001610 will rehabilitate the bridge carrying US 31 over Youngs Creek (Structure 031-41-07875 NBL & SBL), 
located approximately 0.15 mile south of SR 44, in order to accommodate the proposed pedestrian paths crossing the 
structure. The existing structure is a 3-span prestressed concrete continuous multi-beam bridge with a total length of 143 
feet and an out-to-out deck width of 86.2 feet. Des. No. 1800272 intends to replace the culvert carrying Canary Ditch under 
US 31 (CV 031-41-03534), located approximately 1.30 mile north of SR 44. The existing structure is a concrete arch with 
wingwalls and has a height of approximately 16 feet, a width of 25 feet, and a length of 134.7 feet. The replacement structure 
is anticipated to be a 3-sided concrete structure with a height of approximately 16 feet, a width of approximately 26 feet, 
and a length of approximately 164 feet. Wingwalls with a width of 20 feet and riprap are planned to be placed in each 
quadrant of the structure.  
 
It is anticipated that 3.3 acres of new permanent right-of-way and 10.3 acres of temporary right-of-way will be required to 
complete this project. No relocations of residents or businesses will occur, but several drives into and out of adjacent 
businesses will be either removed or relocated in order to accommodate the modifications planned for the intersections in 
the project area. Access to all business and residential areas will be maintained during construction. A detour utilizing I-65 
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Eric Holcomb, Governor  
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